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More men were Kkilled in action on Attu
than at Pearl Harbor: at least 2,350 Japa-
nese—plus those never accounted for—and
549 Americans; 1,148 Americans were wound-
ed and 2,100 listed as casualties due to cold
and shell shock. How many Americans died
as a result of injuries in the weeks after the
battle is uncertain, but some say it was
equal to or greater than the battlefield
deaths.

Fewer than 30 Japanese were captured
alive.

It was the only land battle in the war
fought in the Americas, the first amphibious
landing by the U.S. Army and, aside from
Iwo Jima, the most costly in terms of the
percentage of American casualties. ‘‘For
every hundred of the enemy, about 71 Ameri-
cans were Killed or wounded,” according to
the official Army history.

It was the first time in the war that the
U.S. military retook occupied American ter-
ritory, and the first time the Army encoun-
tered the fanatical fight-to-the-death ethos
of the Japanese.

It remains the only time American soldiers
have fought an invading army on American
soil since the War of 1812.

It was the deadliest battle on the con-
tinent since the Civil War.

But history wasn’t on Sasser’s mind as he
braced for the screaming, charging enemy 70
years ago. ‘“‘At that particular point I was
not aware of the significance,” he said. ‘I
just knew we were there because it was
American territory. And we were going to
get it back.”

———

REMEMBERING AUDREY
THIBODEAU

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on May
25, loving family members and count-
less friends will gather in Presque Isle,
ME, to celebrate the remarkable life of
Audrey Bishop Thibodeau, who passed
away January 2, at the age of 97. I rise
today in tribute to a caring citizen and
dear friend.

It has been said that we all have a
birth date and a death date, with a
dash in between. It’s what we do with
our dash that counts.

Audrey Thibodeau’s dash was long,
and she made it count. She was a de-
voted wife, a wonderful mother, an edu-
cator, a farmer, and an entrepreneur.
Wherever there was a need, she was a
committed volunteer and a generous
philanthropist.

She was born Audrey Elaine Bishop
on December 13, 1915, in Caribou, ME,
my hometown. She attended Caribou
public schools and, in 1937, graduated
from the University of Maine with a
degree in nutrition. It was while teach-
ing high school home economics that
she developed one of the great passions
of her life—raising awareness and fos-
tering education for students with
reading disabilities. Her commitment
to youth was also seen years later
when she founded a Pony Club to help
young people learn the skills and re-
sponsibilities of horsemanship.

In 1939, she married Lawrence
Thibodeau, a high school classmate.
After a brief adventure with farming in
New York State, they returned to
Maine and settled in Fort Kent, on the
Canadian border. It was there that Au-
drey immersed herself in French to
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better appreciate the culture of the re-
gion.

The couple, with their growing fam-
ily, relocated to Presque Isle in 1946
and soon became valued members of
that community. Audrey’s love of local
culture led her to become instrumental
in the incorporation of the Vera Estes
House into the Presque Isle Historical
Society and the creation of the Cul-
tural and Museum Center at the Old
Presque Isle Fire House, which cele-
brates the heritage of the local area.
Audrey witnessed much history during
her long life. Just as important, she
was devoted to preserving the rich his-
tory of Aroostook County for future
generations.

Her husband, Lawrence Thibodeau,
better known as ‘“Tib,”” passed away in
2008, but he will long be remembered
for his contributions to Maine agri-
culture and support of the University
of Maine Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice. Together, the couple will always be
remembered for the Larry and Audrey
Thibodeau Scholarship that helps
Aroostook County students pursue ca-
reers in medicine. After Audrey’s pass-
ing, her family carried on her commit-
ment to others by asking that memo-
rial contributions be made to the Au-
drey B. Thibodeau Charitable and Edu-
cational Fund.

Audrey’s philanthropy and vol-
unteerism earned her accolades from
the Maine Legislature and the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Presque
Isle Area Chamber of Commerce. Her
service and compassion will always be
cherished by the people of Aroostook
County. A strong leader, Audrey
Thibodeau filled her dash with an in-
fectious smile, enthusiasm for life, as-
sistance to others, community partici-
pation, a dedication to Aroostook
County, and a great deal of love for her
remarkable family. May her memory
inspire us all to follow her example.

RECOGNIZING AROOSTOOK
MEDICAL CENTER

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend The Aroostook Med-
ical Center, TAMC, in Presque Isle,
ME, for its efforts to improve its en-
ergy efficiency with compressed nat-
ural gas, CNG.

Dedicated to environmental steward-
ship and improving the community,
TAMC is at the cutting edge with its
conversion to CNG to meet the hos-
pital’s heating, cooling, and other en-
ergy needs. CNG represents a sensible
effort to use a viable and affordable do-
mestic energy alternative. This event
demonstrates TAMC’s efforts to create,
sustain, and grow a modern health care
organization to continue making a
positive difference in Aroostook Coun-
ty. The countless and continuing ef-
forts this northern Maine hospital is
making to energy efficiency are to be
commended for their lasting impact.

Converting to CNG is just one of the
ways TAMC has reduced its carbon
footprint. This efficient source of en-

May 8, 2013

ergy is safer to work with, will lower
costs, and will burn more cleanly. The
conversion to CNG will not only ben-
efit the hospital and its patients and
employees directly, but also will ben-
efit the entire community by reducing
emissions.

TAMC is quickly becoming a leader
in environmentally friendly practices
in northern Maine. The hospital has
made changes to its nutritional pro-
gram by eliminating disposable Kkitch-
enware, which has reduced the amount
of waste it sends to the area’s landfill.
In addition, TAMC partners with the
University of Maine at Presque Isle to
improve composting. TAMC also pur-
chases produce from MSAD No. 1
school farm, local farmers, and other
small local growers to support the
community and reduce transportation
emissions.

Whether it is taking actions as small
as reducing waste or as large as con-
verting to CNG, TAMC is making a
positive impact on the area, improving
both public health and the environ-
ment. I commend TAMC for its com-
mitment to conservation and improv-
ing efficiency. TAMC is truly standing
up to its motto, TAMC: More Than a
Hospital.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING THE BOSTON
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

e Mr. COWAN. Mr. President, today I
am delighted to recognize the Boston
Children’s Museum for receiving the
National Medal for Museum and Li-
brary Service. I had the pleasure of
congratulating the staff of the Boston
Children’s Museum earlier today before
they headed to the White House to
have the medal presented in a cere-
mony by the First Lady.

This medal is the Nation’s highest
honor conferred on museums and li-
braries. The award is given to institu-
tions which demonstrate extraordinary
and innovative approaches to public
service, exceeding the expected levels
of community outreach. Out of 33 well-
deserved finalists, only 10 were selected
to receive the medal.

The Boston Children’s Museum is a
center of family in Massachusetts and
it comes as no surprise to me that this
revered institution would receive the
Nation’s highest honor.

Children spend their whole day learn-
ing, and Boston Children’s Museum
provides resources for families and edu-
cators to help support that continuous
discovery. It provides a welcoming,
imaginative, child centered Ilearning
environment that supports families
and promotes the healthy development
of all children.

Boston Children’s Museum is one of
the oldest and largest children’s muse-
ums in the world. It was founded in 1913
by a group of visionary educators as a
center for the exchange of materials
and ideas to advance the teaching of
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